
 With much deliberation, prayers, sleepless nights and thought I have decided 

to resign from my position as the Interim Chamber Director. I have been offered 

another opportunity of employment, one that I cannot let pass me by. My position as 

the Interim Chamber Director has been very short lived but has had a huge impact 

on me. I have met so many amazing people that will forever hold a very special 

place in my heart as the Chamber will. It saddens me to leave but I must make this 

leap for my family and myself.  

I feel confident in the fact that the new Director that is chosen will have the same 

passion for Fruita, it’s small businesses and the many wonderful companies that 

make up the Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce. The staff and I have put together 

a new mission and I am excited to see that carried out as we have talked with so 

many of you about.  

To the ones I haven’t met, I wish that I could have! To the ones that I have met, you 

are all wonderful and I have learned so much from you. For that I am forever 

grateful! I am blessed in the fact that the Company that I am going to work for is a 

member of the Chamber and I will have the opportunity to still be involved to an 

extent.  

Thank you again, for everything… 

My Farewell...

Point 
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Business Spotlight 

 

Fruita has so many unique business with so much to offer our community. The Business Spotlight is 

a great opportunity for business owners to tell us more about their business and what they have to 

offer. We want the community to get to know them on a personal level. This week’s Business Spotlight 

is Happy Trails Colorado! 

Happy Trails Colorado is located on 138 S Park Square #101 in downtown Fruita, Colorado. Their 
hours of operation are Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm and Saturday 10:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
They can be reached at 970-639-8165 or visit their website at https://happytrailscolorado.com/ 
Allie Daniel is the store owner of Happy Trails Colorado. She is a Life is Good retailer and gift store 
which provides optimistic t-shirts and merchandise to the community. Her business niche is providing 
locally made items. “I want to provide for the locals to help the community and keep it local.” – Owner, 
Allie Daniel. Happy Trails Colorado also offers consignment deals for locally made products. 
 
The idea to start this business happened over a milkshake in Moab after a camping trip. She was in a 
Life is Good store and always loved their merchandise. They provide good quality, long lasting and 
soft apparel. She thought Fruita would be the perfect place to bring in a Life is Good store and then 
the adventure began. Her biggest win this far has been allowing herself the opportunity to overcome 
insecurities and her business by bringing her out of her comfort zone and becoming more involved 
and active within the community. Her biggest risk was starting her own business in the first place and 
all of the lessons that come with it. Allie is good at creating things and making them successful. Start-
ing your own business is risky every day, but she doesn’t regret any of it. She has learned to say no 
when it comes to advertising that may not pay off and to stand up for herself. 
 

The work environment and company culture are overall very 
quiet, but when people walk in you feel a friendly and open 
environment. She has a better opportunity to build relation-
ships with customers while building loyalty and long-lasting 
friendships. Remember, Valentine’s Day is just around the 
corner! Remember, a Life is Good t-shirt lasts longer than 
flowers & chocolate! There are several marked down t-shirts 
in order to make room for new inventory. 
 
If Allie were to have an additional 100k to spend, she would 
pay off her business debt, take a well-deserved vacation 
and go to Hawaii for her 10-year anniversary, donate to the 
MS society and then play around with the rest. Her favorite 
quotes are “I Got This.” and “Do what you love, love what 
you do.” which is a Life is Good Quote. Feeling inspired 
yet? Be sure to stop in her shop located just south of Circle 
Park in Downtown Fruita to pick up your Life is Good and 
locally made merchandise today! 

Happy Trails Colorado  

https://happytrailscolorado.com/
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The Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce would like to 
thank our January Business After Hours host: City of 
Fruita! We appreciate your continued support of the 

Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce! 

Join us on February  15, 2018 from 5:30 p.m. 

to 7:30 p.m. at Lower Valley Fire 

Department  168 North Mesa Street, Fruita CO 81521, for 

our next Business After Hours!  

 

Each month the Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce offers a 

Business After Hours (BAH) event for members and guests.  

This fun event is hosted by a different Chamber member 

each month.  Each BAH features the host member at their 

location and offers a valuable networking opportunity for 

all who attend. 

 

COST:  $5.00 for  Members  

    $10.00 for Non-Members at the door 

 

Please join us for this fun networking opportunity! It is fast 

and easy to register online at www.fruitachamber.org or 

responding to the email invitation. Or, you can call the 

office to register and pay at 970-858-3894.  



 

Wednesday - February 14, 2018 

Board Meeting 

Colorado Canyons Hospital 

7:00 am 

Friday - February 9, 2018 

Ambassador Meeting 

Fruita Area Chamber Office 

9:00am 

Saturday-  February 10, 2018 

2018 Annual Banquet 

Fruita Community Center 

5:00 pm 

Thursday - February 15, 2018 

Business After Hours 

Lower Valley Fire Department 

168 North Mesa Street, Fruita 

5:30-7:30 

Friday - February 16, 2018 

Marketing Meeting 

Judy’s Family Restaurant 

7:30am 

 

Call the Fruita Area Chamber for 

more information! 970-858-3894 



Bank of Colorado  

City of Fruita 

Copper Club Brewing Company 

CUDD Energy Services  

FCI Constructors, Inc.  

Firstlight Home Care 

Fruita Storage 

Legal Shield- Ron Rehberg  

Local Focus 

Thank you to these new 
and renewing Fruita Area 

Chamber Members!  

14K Media 
Logan McLennan 
750 Main Street #110 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 
Phone:  970-462-9858 
Website: https://14k.media 

DJ Ryan Griz Entertainment 
Ryan Gruwell 
11 Burgundy Court 
Grand Junction, CO 81507 
Phone:  970-985-0021 
Website: www.djryangriz.com 

Cherry Creek Mortgage 
Brook Seeley  
2560 Patterson Road  
Grand Junction, CO 81505 
Phone:  970-256-0040 
  

Mesa County Workforce Center 

Reddy Ice  

Stanley Steemer 

Suds Brothers Brewery  

Town & Country Finance 

Townsquare Media Grand Junction  

US Bank- Fruita Branch  

Visit Grand Junction Colorado  

Wine Country Inn 

https://www.facebook.com/bigmikesporknwings/
http://www.bookcliffalpacas.com


 

Business Spotlight 

There is no substitute for getting the job done right the first time. Everyone needs a handy man! 

This week’s business spotlight is HomeTeam Handyman. HomeTeam Handyman is owned by Kevin 

Morris and has been an established company in the Steamboat Springs area for 30 years. Specializing 

in a variety of skills, HomeTeam Handyman can help you with all your needs including wood flooring, 

electrical, drywall, small remodels, kitchen and maintenance. You can contact him today at 970-846-

0273 or email at 4hometeam4@gmail.com 

According to Kevin, a lot of people can do the work, but service is what he intends to cultivate. He as-

pires to be a step ahead of everyone else and base his business on service and referrals. The biggest 

compliment you can give a business is a referral!  

After years of doing construction and property management in Steamboat Springs, Kevin decided to 

venture out on his own. His bottom line has always been about service. His biggest win since starting 

his own business has been having the ability to provide exceptional and quality service and in return 

receiving referrals from his satisfied customers.  

The biggest risk he has taken in his business venture was 

taking his established company to start fresh in a new town.  

He is just getting settled here in Fruita and has been here 

full time since November 2017. According to Kevin, “People 

like to have me in their home. It goes a long way.” He strives 

to makes personable relationships with his customers and 

develop a long-lasting trust and relationships with them.  

Service seems to be a forgotten commodity, but not with 

this handyman. If you are looking for a handyman “where 

service is not forgotten,” be sure to contact Kevin Morris 

with HomeTeam Handyman for all your service needs. Men-

tion this post to receive 10% off labor!  

HomeTeam Handyman 
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The Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce has three groups 

designed to help you develop relationships that enhance 

your networking and marketing opportunities. If you have 

any questions about these groups please contact the 

Chairperson, as noted below, or the Fruita Area Chamber 

of Commerce at info@fruitachamber.org. 

Monday Noon Business Builders 

When: Every Monday @ noon  

Where: Citrola’s Italian Grill 

 624 Rae Lynn Street, Grand Junction 

Contact: 

Carlene Wood 

The Nickel 

970-270-6127 

carlene@nickads.com 

         

WTF-Welcome Thursday Friends 

When: Every Thursday @ noon  

Where: See Schedule Below 

Contact: 

Allie Daniel  

Happy Trails 

970-639-8165 

happytrailscolo@yahoo.com 

1st Thursday: Rib City Grill 455 Kokopelli Blvd, 

2nd Thursday: Gears Frozen Yogurt and  Smoothies -  219 E 

Aspen Ave 

3rd Thursday: El Tapatio Fruita - 402 Jurassic Ave 

4th Thursday: Suds Brothers Brewery - 127 E Aspen Ave 

 

 

 

Fruita Business Toolbox 2018 

A series of three leadership development opportunities. 

Watch the Weekly Update, Newsletters, and your email for 

more information!  
 

 Contact: 

Kathie Fingerson 

Healers of the Valley 

970-462-5290 

Kathie@healersofthevalley.com 

Along with the three business development groups, 

the Fruita Area Chamber will also offer the 

following opportunities for our members in 2018: 

Southside Marketplace 

When: Third Monday Each Month @ 3:00 pm  

Where: Dinosaur Journey Museum 

               550 Jurassic Court 

Contact: 

Julia McHugh 

 Museums of Western  

Colorado-Dinosaur Journey 

 970-858-7282 

jmchugh@westcomuseum.org 

TRIBE Women In Business Presented by Chesnick Realty 

Brand New Format for 2018!  

Stay tuned for upcoming events: Art and Wine 

Night, rafting trip,  and more!  

 

For more information please contact Kayla at the 

Fruita Chamber: events@fruitachamber.org or 

970.858.3894 

Quarterly Community Development Forums 

These are chamber run events designed to both keep you 

informed and give you a voice in our community. In the 

past we have held events like the Economic Development Sum-

mit and the Candidate Forum.  

We will keep you up-to-date on the future events. 

Fruita Area Chamber Ambassador Program 

If you are interested in becoming more involved with the 

Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce, this group may be for 

you! Get involved with events, ribbon cuttings, mentoring 

new businesses, and more!  

The Ambassadors meet the 2nd Friday of every month at 

the Fruita Chamber office. Contact the Chamber for more 

information: events@fruitachamber.org. 



Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 

President  Derek Biddle, Family Health West 

   (970) 858-3900    dbiddle@fhw.org 
 

Treasurer  Dustin Wells, Grand Valley Bank 

   (970) 858-7555    dustin@grandvalleybank.com 
 

Secretary  Tyler Dixon, Attorney at Law 

   (970) 242-6262    tylerjdixonesq@outlook.com  

Director   Derek Elder, Grand Valley Power 

   (970) 242-0040    delder@gvp.org 
 

Director   Andrew Weber, Moody Valley Insurance 

   (970) 248-8300    andrew.weber@moodyins.com 
 

Director   Allie Daniel, Happy Trails Colorado 

   (970) 639-8165    happytrailscolo@yahoo.com  
 

Director   Julia McHugh, Curator of Paleontology  

   (970) 858-7282    jmchugh@westcomuseum.org 
 

City Council   Joel Kincaid, Merge 2 Media 

Liaison   (970) 858-2411    joel@merge2media.com 
 

    

Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce, 432 E. Aspen Ave., Fruita, CO  81521 

Telephone:  (970) 858-3894          Fax:  (970) 858-3121 

fruitachamber.org 

 

 

Executive Director 

Mindy Rigsby 

mindy@fruitachamber.org 

Marketing & Event 
Coordinator 

Kayla Brown  

events@fruitachamber.org 

Receptionist 

Brittanee Hammond 

brittanee@fruitachamber.org 

Connection Point Newsletter Deadline 

Please take note that the deadline each month for advertisement and articles is the 25th of each 

month for the next monthly newsletter.  Any questions or information can be sent to 

mindy@fruitachamber.org or call us at (970) 858-3894.  

Board of Directors and Staff 
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