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Overview of 2016 Session 
 
The Second Regular Session of the Seventieth Colorado General Assembly 
came to a close on Wednesday, May 11th, against the backdrop of a 
critical presidential election-year whose partisan context and 
developments are unprecedented in recent years. 
 
The optimism and bipartisanship expressed by the legislature's four 
majority and minority leaders on opening day on January 13th 
evaporated quickly. 
 
The major business issues at the beginning of the session were 
transportation funding and construction-defects reform.  Converting the 
hospital provider fee to a state enterprise was the top priority of Governor 
John Hickenlooper (D) and Speaker Dicky Lee Hullinghorst (D-Boulder) 
because removing the fee from under the TABOR revenue cap would free 
up funds for transportation, capital construction and education.  The 
session's major business issues at the end of the session remained 
unaddressed, however, because the Majority House Democrats and the 
Majority Senate Republicans were unable to compromise and send 
legislation addressing these two issues to the desk of Governor 
Hickenlooper. 
 
Perhaps the most important accomplishment of the legislature this 
session, from CACI's perspective, is that it did no real harm to the 
business community, although it can be argued that the state's business 
climate received some significant dings.  Certain legislators seemingly 
cared little for the state's economic development efforts and business 
climate and the effects that their anti-business bills had on the perception 
of business leaders both within Colorado and elsewhere. 
 

To view the full report with bill positions and descriptions. 

http://files.ctctcdn.com/de30c015101/b8b3ae1d-ace1-4c3c-82cc-366304bce51d.pdf
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