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Mark Your 
Calendars 

 
Business Toolbox 
Tuesday, June 9 

Business Incubator 
7:30 am 

 
GVYP Business Social 

Tuesday, June 9 
FatJar Cannery & Brewhaus 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
 

Board Meeting 
Wednesday, June 10 

Colorado Canyon Boardroom 
7:00 am to 8:30 am 

 
Ambassador Meeting 

Friday, June 12 
Chamber Office 

9:00 am 
 

Ribbon Cutting / Open House 
Friday, June 12 

FatJar Cannery & Brewhaus 
4:00 pm to 6:30 pm 

 
Business After Hours 

Thursday, June 18 
Museum of Western Colorado 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
 

Fruita Farmers Market 
Saturdays, June 20 & 27 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
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Chamber Matters 
A Newsletter for our Members 

Spotlightõs on: 
 

Strive 
 

 
What does your organization do? 
 
STRiVE is a private nonprofit, serving people with developmental disabilities, children 
with developmental delays and disabilities, and the families of those served.   
 
Services include: Child Find developmental screening and assessment for ages birth to 
three; therapeutic Early Childhood Intervention for infants and toddlers; support 
services for families who are caregivers for a child with a disability; total care through 21 
group homes; support services for adults with disabilities living in the community or in 
their family home; Audyssey, a program serving children and adults on the autism 
spectrum; therapeutic day programs for adults; daily living skills and independence 
training; vocational services offering job training and placement; contract janitorial, 
grounds maintenance, and assembly services; a wood shop; Uniquely Yours, a 
downtown retail store at 443 Main Street featuring products made by the people we 
support with disabilities and the Western Colorado Botanical Gardens located at 641 
Struthers Ave. 
 
Strive serves 1100 children and adults, operates 24/7 from 24 sites throughout the 
community, and employs more than 400 people.   
 

Our Mission 
 
We support people who strive to meet their full potential. 
 

Our Vision 
 
Our vision is for every person we serve to be included in all facets of the community, 
free to exercise the greatest degree of personal independence and to feel empowered to 
pursue individual goals and dreams. 
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Spotlightõs on Strive (Contõd): 
 

Tell us something you have learned through your work that would be beneficial to others. 
 
Coming from the for profit world into the not for profit, Iõve learned that there can be a different driver in your life.  What 
I mean is you find in this world things that you are very passionate about and it compels you to want to help in every way 
possible; it is very fulfilling and rewarding work. 
 

Why did you join the Fruita Chamber of Commerce? 
 
Our organization joined the Fruita Chamber because of the number of people we employ and the number of people 
we support who live in Fruita.  We felt it was a forward thinking community and like the fact that they work closely 
together with each other.  We have developed new relationships, business opportunities, and jobs from joining the 
Chamber in Fruita. 
 

What makes you or your business unique? 
 
Our business is unique to others that are similar in the fact that we are a certified organization (CQL Certification), in 
supporting the individuals in a person centered why.  This means we meet their needs and desires in the way they want 
them to occur; they choose where they live, who they live with, what they want to do for recreation, what type of 
employment they desire, and we provide that with the best possible understanding of how they choose to do that.  
 

Tell us something others should know about you or your business. 
 
We have many different aspects of STRiVE: stores, botanical gardens, work sites, community groups, group homes, 
hosts homes, wood shops - but in all the things we do we are doing them to make sure each individual person we 
support has every opportunity that anyone else has in our community, free from any restrictions or biases. 
 

Strive 
950 Grand Avenue, Grand Junction, CO  81501 
(970) 250-1595  /  www.strivecolorado.org 
  

NEW CHAMBER WEBSITE LAUNCHED!!!  
 
Your Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce website has been changed and upgraded.  We would 
like to ask all our members to please check it out: 
 

www.fruitachamber.org 
 

As with anything new, there may be slight issues.  If you see anything or have any problems or 
concerns, please be sure to let us know at info@fruitachamber.org.  Andrea Gatley with Alpha 
Dog Systems has worked hard to merge data between our website and Chamber Master é 
thank you Andrea for all of your hard work! 

http://www.strivecolorado.org
http://www.fruitachamber.org
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Board of 
Directors 

 
Dustin Wells 

Grand Valley Bank 
858-7555 

dustin@grandvalleybank.com 
 

Linda Kochevar 
Linda J. Kochevar, CPA 

242-2222 (Ext. 30) 
linda@kochevarcpa.com 

 
Jana Gerow 

Development Construction Ser-
vices 

640-0176 
dcsincjana@gmail.com 

 
Denise Hight 

Colorado National Monument 
Asso. 

858-3617 
dhight@coloradonma.org 

 
Mike Reeder 

Visual Eyes Eyecare, PC 
858-2020 

info@visualeyeseyecare.com 
 

Stacy Mascarenas 
City Council Liaison 

250-7525 
smascare@bresnan.net 

 
Doug Sorter 

Strive 
250-1595 

dsorter@strivecolorado.org 
 

Donna Stratton 
858-8344 

strtstein@gmail.com 
 

Anissa Wright 

 

Chamber Staff 
 

 Frank Ladd, Executive Director 
 

Janet Brazfield, Marketing & 
Events Coordinator 

 

Chloé Jens, Administrative Assistant 
 

432 E. Aspen Avenue 
Fruita, CO  81521 

(970) 858-3894 
www.fruitachamber.org 

 

 

Directorõs Corner 
Valued Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Members: 
 

Happy June and, hopefully, summer! Wow, what a wet 
spring. Coming from farm country in the Midwest, Iõll 
never complain about rain, but sometimes enough is 
enough.  
 

I want to thank the 125+ members that came out on 
Friday, May 22nd for some delicious Rib City BBQ and Suds Bros. root beer 
floats. We had a great turnout for our 2015 Member Appreciation BBQ, and 
just wanted to say thank you for your support. Thank you to our Board as well 
for serving the root beer floats.  
 

Tuesday, June 9th, yours truly will be presenting at The Business Toolbox. My 
topic will be the òBenefits of  Shopping Local.ó Areas covered will include: the 
multiplier effect of local independent businesses, keys to effective buy local 
campaigns, and top reasons to buy local, eat local, and go local. Please plan to 
attend at the Business Incubator, located in the Civic Center, 325 Aspen 
Avenue in Fruita at 7:30 am Tuesday, June 9, 2015.  
 

I hope all have had a chance to meet our 2 new staffersð Chloé Jens, 
Administrative Assistant and Janet Brazfield, Marketing and Events 
Coordinator. We are, as a staff, cutting our teeth on the ways of  the Fruita 
Chamber of Commerce and itõs membership, on the fly. Please bear with us as 
we streamline and create new ways to give you, our members even more value 
for your membership dollars. As part of this process, your Board of Directors 
budgeted funds for training throughout the year. Chloé and I recently attended 
the Colorado Chamber of Commerce Executives (CCCE) conference for three 
days in Palisade. We had the fortune to learn from nationally known and very 
well respected trainers and executives in the Chamber of Commerce world. I 
will be serving my second year as a Director on the CCCE Board. For 2015-
2016 I have been elected to the position of Chairman Elect and will serve as 
Chairman of the Board in 2016-2017, I am very excited and honored to be a 
part of CCCE at this level.  
 

Lastly, for this long-winded article, I want to thank my Board of Directors, the 
membership, and the Fruita community at large for the overwhelming support 
you have shown me the first six months as your Executive Director. It has truly 
been my pleasure to be a part of what is happening in this community. Iõm 
honored and blessed you have chosen me to be a part of it. I hope you feel the 
same! We are looking forward to many years of serving the community and our 
members. 

Best Regards, 
 

Frank Ladd 
Executive Director 
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Monday Noon  
Business Builders 

 

Four Winds Coffee & Tea 
1235 Bookcliff Ave., Grand Junction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Braa 
Grand Mesa Medical Supply, LLC 

241-0833 
Kevin@grandmesamedical.com 

Fruita Business Toolbox 
Second Tuesdays @ 7:30 am 

 

Business IncubatorñFruita 
325 E. Aspen Avenue, Fruita 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Kathie Fingerson 
Healers of the Valley 

462-5290 
kathie@healersofthevalley.com 

Thursday Noon 
Business Builders 

 

Suds Brothers Brewery 
127 E. Aspen Ave., Fruita 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tamara Ruckdeschel 
The Social Resource, LLC 

712-3258 
admin@thesocialresource.net 

 

The Fruita Chamber has three Business Builder groups designed for chamber 
members to develop relationships that enhance their networking and marketing 
opportunities.  Please see below for details on each group.  For more  
information, please contact the group Chairperson as noted below or Janet 
Brazfield:  janet@fruitachamber.org. 

Business 

Toolbox  

2015 

Schedule 

 

  

Date Speaker Topic 

June 9 Frank Ladd Benefits of a Shop Local Campaign 

July 14 Alpine Bank Business Loan Requirements 

August 11 Carlene Goldthwaite Communicating Through Generations 

September 15 Media Panel Holiday Marketing - What Works? 

October 13 Mark Luff Business Law - What You Should Know? 

November 10 Colorado Canyons Hospital Why Businesses Give Back to Communities 

December 15 TBD Accounting - Preparing for 2016 

Investing in Business Relationships to Help Grow Your Business 

Women In Business  

The Women In Business group had a great meeting in May - hosted by Suds 

Brothers Brewery - who gave the ladies a business presentation and tour of 

the brewery.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at  

Robinson Realty (Juneõs host) from 5:30 to 7:30.   Watch your weekly 

updates for more info. 
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Mayõs Renewing Members 
 
Atlasta Solar Center 
Avon by Richard & Suzanne Kinney 
Bluegrass Farms 
Brownõs Cremation Service, Inc. 
City Market 
Commercial Refuse Service, Inc. 
Family Health West 
Fruita True Value 
Grand Valley Bank 
Grand Valley Power 
Hilltop Community Resources, Inc. 
Home Care of the Grand Valley 
In the Middle Liquors 
Jan Curtis 
JDõS Bar/Buckboard Caf®/J-D Catering 
Kolorado Resources, LLC 
Mesa County Libraries 
No Coast Sushi, Fruita 
Peterson Plumbing 
PNCI Construction, Inc. 
Rhino Energy, LLC 
Robinson & Co. Realty 
Rocky Mountain Sanitation 
Service Center Tires/Auto 
Stillwater Cowboy Church 
Veale Insurance 
Willy Wanna Jump Party Rentals 
Xcel Energy 
 

Thank you for your renewed memberships!!! 
 

 

Mayõs New Members 
 
Cristinaõs Quality Care Services 
(970) 773-1493 
www.cristinaqcs.com 
 

Mesa County Board of Commissioners 
(970) 244-1885 
www.mesacounty.us/commissioners 
 

Express Employment Professionals 
(970) 242-4500 
www.expresspros.com/grandjunctionco 

Mayõs New Members (Contõd) 
 
Grand Junction Therapies of Fruita 
(970) 242-0111 
www.gjtherapies.com 
 

American Cancer Society 
(970) 254-5584 
www.fruitarelayforlife.org 
 

Thank you and welcome to the Chamber!!! 
 

Please visit www.fruitachamber.org for 
more information about our members. 

 

 
 

Tune In é 
Every Tuesday between 7:00 am and 8:00 am 
To KMZK 106.9 òThe Rockó for the Focus on the 

Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Show. 
Sponsored by: 

 

 
 

Winner for the June fourth week radio spot is: 
 

Grand Valley Power 
(970) 242-0040 
www.gvp.org 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  
 

http://www.cristinaqcs.com
http://www.mesacounty.us/commissioners
http://www.expresspros.com/grandjunctionco
http://www.gjtherapies.com
http://www.fruitarelayforlife.org
http://www.gvp.org
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